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ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTCRICAL SIGHIFICANCE

HISTORICAL INFORMATION
Between the two mission houses on land given by King Kamehameha 11 to the
first mission company as a homesite, stands the old Mission Printing House,

Constructed in 1823.

The pioneer Mission company to the Hewaiian |slands brought their Ramape
printing press around the Horn in 1820 and vhen it vas unpacksd in Honolulu
in August of that yoar, it was found io bé Undamagede Temporarily the press
vas housed in 2 thatched house bel-onging to the lission family. However,
when wind blaw the roof of the hut off, the press was isken into the home of
the Loemis family where it was again set upe There on January 7, 1822, the
first public printing was done on the press with Governor Keeauﬁaku

taking of f the first sheets Printing was continued for several doys in
Fabruary 1822, but operations wera then suspended until a parmanent hone

for the press could be providad.l

3y the end of December 1322 construction of a printing house vas undervay.

The work vas done by members of the liission company stationad in Honolulu
withy no doubt, some mative assistance, Some seources crodit Danisl Chamherlain
as chiof builder of tha printing house as he had bosun the construction.

Howewer, Chamberlain lefi Hawaii in flarch 1823 and other men, particularly
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Zlisha Loomis, who vas in charge of the press, and Levi Chamberlain, who

arrived in April 1823, scem to have taken charge of tha worke rs there

- was a distinct "want of beams, plank, boards, and shinglesy” it wos decided

to use coral stone for the buflding matorials The coral was easily cbtained
in abundance near the vicinity of the mission houses at a depth of a few
feet from the surface of the prounde The coral was Mlaid in mortar of the
comvion soils” Fortunately, the mission was able to purchase the hull, bow=
sprit and two masts of the wrecked whaling ship Ruby 1o use in building

the printing housey 2 dwelling housey and for fuol. By August 1823, the
Mission could report that they hod "Completed tha walls of the printing
house which when covered will be ready for uses The building has cost 250
dols, and will probably require 50 morae to complete it sse the dimensions
are 28 feet by 17 which will afford room for two presses with their variety

of apparaius."z

It had originally been proposed to make the building fireproof by covering

it with tile ordared from Crnton.. Howzvery the decision hinged on twe
consideratiors - {f the {iles could be procured at a reasonable cost and

if a person could be found who understood fitting them ons By ths end of
August 1823 the decision had been made and tiles from Canton had bean ordered
to cover the roof. There is, however, no record that such tiles were
actmlly receivad or usedse At the same tima glazed windows for the printing

house were requested from the Mission Beard in Boston.

Gy llovember the building wes nearly complete and shinrling of the roof
wags bogun on lovembar 5. The mission report noted that Ywe aro obliged to
make our ghingles in part of bits of thin boards rived and hewed with 2

katchat by the natives of the Morthwest coaste” (lishka Loomis, however,

. racords that the mission had to saw thoir own boards and split the shinglose - o
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The roof was_finishad in about three weeks, by fovember 22, The insids walls

wers quickly covered with iapa pasted on with poje. Perhaps this did not prove

" vary satisfactory, for less then a year latory Hr. Loomis was invostigating the

sossibility of laying over the inside of the printing house with plaster made

of “lime and a peculiar kind of clay called pohu found hear the Pearl River.®?

By December 24 1823 the printing house was complete and Mr. Loomis moved in
and set up the press, A few days later he bepan printing an edition of

5
Hawaiian hymns,

it would appear that cvon this printing house did not prové satisfactory for
longe Two ysars later on Docomber 26, 1825, Mr. Loomis wrote to tha
Mission Board that "our present printing officé beiny much too smll,

we have cormencad building an addition to it of some 30 x 1% foet and two
stories highes" The building referred to by Loomis ray, however, have been
built across the streot, rather than as an addition to the original

crinting house as there is no other confirmation of such an addition baing

ccnstruc{ed.6

After 1825 there is an almost total lack of records concerning the mission

'printing house, and any repairs or alicrations made to ite 1% appears

that it was used for twelve yeoars by the Hission prioters and ves thon
associated with the frame houss standing just adjacent on the vaikiki (left)
sido of tho buildinz. In a letter of Hovember 14, 1844 from Levi Cham- .

berlain to the lission Board, he speaks of tho building as serving both

as o storchouse and 2 dwellingy being united to the frame house by low

buiidings. According to the remombrance of @ membar of the Hall family in

- i

.
1}

1867, her parents, the lolls, lived in this building and she vas born thora

in 1542, 1n 1851 the orinting house torether with the freme house came
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into the possession of the Cooke family. 1t is not known vhat use they mada

of tho building, but as they ko{:t several boarders in their home, it is

© possible they may have used it for thoir accommodation. According to a

friend of tho Cooke family, Hrse AuSe Cocke continued to live in the buildings
until 1880 and for perﬁaps eight years after this it was occupied by othor

family members and friends, |t than stood unoccupied for several years.?

Interest in preserving the frame house as a relic of the early mission

days in Hawaii led to the acquisition of this building tocether with the

printing House in 1907 by the Cousins Society, officially known today as the
Haveiian lliasion Children's Seciety. !r. Charles il Cooko had offored to leass
the buildings to the Cousing for 2 dollar a yoar with the idea that if

they were interested enourh to keep them In good condition, they mipht ulti-

mately be ceded to them asy in facty they were in 1925,

The H.CS cormittoa appointed to investigate the condition of the mission
buildines found the printing houss to nsed few aliecrations. "Your
committoe belioves that this building with comparatively little expenditura
can be made almost fireprool by the building of a new roof of slate
instend of shincles and with all the supporting timbers coverod with

tin. Alator on in the rear of this building, a fireproof vault can be
builty/ Tha total cost of this work will be in the neighborhood of
32790." This cost estimate seems to include 31500 needod for ths frame
housa.8 Thore are no records to indicate that the alterations rccmndéd

by the committes viore completely carried oute

fler its renovation the printing house becama the of Tice of the HXS in

1908 and served in this capacity until 1950, Apparently before the Soc.ie_’.t'y

mos od ing @ caoment floor was laid 2nd shelves were built to hold the roporis -
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“and papers of tha group. The walls were also freshly cemented and plastered

and the building was considered to be insect-proof,

The only records concerning repairs and alterations to the printing house
in the ensuing years are for minor work such as painting, replastering
and repairs for insect damage. Thae printing house today is used as a
museumj a replica of the first printing press and its print work are
displaysd in the building along with other mementos from the early

mission family,

Footnotes: (Menuscripts} Lottersy Journals are in the HCS Library, Hon.y Hawaii)

Lirs. RV, Andrews, The Story of Three 0ld Buildings in Honolulu,
(Honolulu, 1926), pe 9,

2Missionary Letters, 1, 24, December 28, 1822,

Missionary Letters, |, 31, March 20, 1823,

Manuscript Letter, L. Chamberlain to He Hill, August 7, 1823.
Journal of the Sandwich lslands Mission, August 30, 1853

3Manuscript Letter, L. Chamberlain to H. Hill, August 7,
Journal of the Sandwich Islands Mission, August 30 18&3
flissionary Lettersy t, 193-93, September 1, 1823.

1823.

4Journal of the Sandwich Islands tiission, November 5, 1823,
Missionary Letters, 1, 147, December 31, 1323,

Journal of the Sandwich [slands Mission, December 5, 1823.
Levi Chamberlain's Journal, 11, 101, October 25, 1324,

Ytirs. E. Loomis' Diary, p. 87, December 2, 1823,

SMissionary Letters, |11, 131, December 26, 1825,

Tehariotte P. Dodpe, The laile Wreath, (Honolulu, 1952), p. 30.
Manuscri pt Latter, L Chamberlain to H. Hill, MOvember 14, 1844.

08T, Annual Report, 1907.
Iﬂnuscrint Letter, toMe. Damon to Be Judd, June 12, 1952,

8H{,{CS, linutes of Meating, January 23, 1908,
9Hmcg, Annual Raport, 1908,
Prepared by:
Karmen Tiahrt

Hawail Skte Archives
August 1967
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Name of Structure: Mission Printing Office
' 553 South King Street
City and County of Honolulu
Stata of Haweii

GEMERAL STATELENT

Architectural intorest and merit:

The tiission Printing Office reprosents a purely utilitarian structure,
built to housa the First printing press in Hawaii,

Condition of fabrics

Although there has boen some efforis in the recent past to stabilize the
structure, thero seems to be serious progressive daterioration of interior
plaster and exterior mortar. Both are rapidly drying cut io the point of

pulvarized powdsrs

ALED DES 1 G
This is a simple one story rectangular building measuring 29" - 10%

x 18! « 8%, excluding 5! - 1* porch (lanail.

Foundations:

Mot accessible but presumed to be coral rock similar to the bearing walls.

ttall construction, finish, color:

%alls on the King Street (muka) and right {ewe) sides consist of natural coral
roclk in random sizes set in heavy mortar joints which average 3" ~ 4" thick

in the horizontal and 4" - 8" wide varticallys Theso mortar jéinta project -
out from the rough face of the rocke The rear (makai) and left (ioikiki) wnlis_-
ara finished smooth {n modarn whito coment stucca over the coral rocks

Coursing on tha front wall is more rapular than on the swe valles -

Structural system, framing:

The modern roof is Tramod with 3" x 4" roof raftors, 3! - GV o.ce with
) L]



~7-
HABS No. HI-20

3" x 3% purtins, irregularly spaced, which carry the salvanized corrugated

roofing directlys Diagonal and vartical breces are 1" x 4%,

Porches, stoopss

A continuous lanal (porch) oxtenda along the King Street (rauka) side of
the building,y roofed by a centinuation of the main roof slope, and supported
on tho adge by four 4" x 4" posts. Carly photographs (1899) show several
more posta in a different bay arrangement, and also the fact that the porch
was extended to conncct to the Mission Frame House on the lefts Thase
photographs also indicate a wood floor, since repleced by ‘smooth finished
concrete. Thera are two coral rock steps from grade in the centers On tho
rear (mekai) side a deteched shed roof covers a modern concrete walk with

a coral block stoop up to finished floor leval.

Chimnoys:

Monaa

Cpenings - doorvays and doors:

On the front (mauka) there are two doorvays - one in the center and one to

- tha right (ewa). 1t is quite possible that this latter doorvmy vms originally

a windows A timber lintal is set in the stone work ovor the openinge.

Door trim, flat jamb and hezd, is sct fluch with the stone vall and is
obviously of recent installations Thara is no gill a2t tho cament stop up
to floor levels Within the full width of the opening above the door

thare {a an open wirs covered ventilator 6 3/8" hizhe A similar doorvay
is in tho center of the rear {mokai) wells All doors arz 6-panol wood, Ii®

thick with horizontal rails tennonad inta stiles.

Windows and shuttier:
The window sash are wood double hung with iron pers instoad of sash

.weichts to control aoporings On tha front there are 12/3 lizhts of
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8" x 10" glass, and on the rear 6/6 lights with T x 5" glasss The

©. axterior wood sills ara let into the stonework similar to tho heade The

sills on the interior are concrates

There ara no shutters although the 1889 photograph shows shutters at the
central doorwey and also at the window to its lefte Thare remins tio

bracket pintlos in the right jamb of this window.

Roof = shape, covering:

The rabled roof is presently covered with galvanized corrugated iron which
appears alse in a 1915 photopraphs A 1906 photopraph shows a shingle

roof vhich may be wood or slate, therefore the present roofing material

dates between the 1906 - 1915 poriod,

Cornices

A fTlat &% fascia servas as a cornice on the gabled ends.

DETALLE

floor plan:

The interior consists of two rooms, cach having a cupboard built into the
stone wallse The dividing partition also cﬁhtains a cupboard framed
togather with the doorvay. A recent exploratory dig near the doorvay
disclosas a new 4" x 4 5/8% lintel over the doorway, a racent replacement.
I+ has not boen possible to detormine vhethar this coral partition is.- |

original or a lateor additione

Jteirvays?

ilone.

Floorinas
tiodern smooth finished concrete,
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Wall and ceiling finish:
The walls and ceilings are white plaster which is 1" thick at the exploratory

holess Plester is finished up to the wood trim al the openings.

Doorways and doors:
The single doorvay and cupboard are framed into one large opening in the
room on the right (ewa). The jamb and head trim is modern, The door has

been removed.,

Decorative features and trim:
There are no decorative features. The exterior angle at the intersection

of the plastered reveal and the wall is covered by a moulded wood trim piece,

Motable hardware;

Nonee

liodern eleciric,

Heating:

ione.

SITg ANMD SURROUMDINGS

Orientation and general setting:
On the south side of King Street, the Printing Office is closely set between
the fiission Frame House on its left (Vaikiki) and the Chamberlain House

on its right (eva),

Out buildings:
flones
- Landseaping:

The three Hawaiian Hission Children Society's buildings are set back from the
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stroaet on a grass lawn, enclosed by a low coral rock vall with iron gates.

| Typical plantsy trees and shrubs are informally scattered on the lawne Some

of thess are thao Banana tree, Royal poinciana, Pili, Tiy Hibiscus and the

Cctapus treas Corel stepping stones are set in tha lawn,
Prepared by:

Vioodrow V. Wilkins
Superviscry Architect
HABS Hawaii 1} Project

Aupust 1967




